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Greetings from the Editor
The year has begun in earnest and I am pleased that colleagues have found the time to make
contributions to our Newsletter. Our special thanks to Anna Rubinowski from Monash
University for reminding us that other special collections do have a relevance to Asian Studies. I
trust that the year ahead (including the Year of the Dog) brings all renewed vigour and
optimism as we continue the pursuit of improved information access for Asian Studies in our
region.

Darrell Dorrington
Editor
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The Monash Ada Booth Slavic Collection, its Contribution to Research
on Asia and the Ada Booth Research Fellowship
By Anna Rubinowski
Slavic and German Studies Subject Librarian, Monash University Library
The Ada Booth Slavic Collection at Monash University Library houses the Library’s Slavic
language resources. The collection was established in 2011 as a result of the Library receiving a
large benefaction from the will of the late Ada Phyllis Booth (1921-2008), physicist and lecturer
at the University of Melbourne.
The main subject areas covered are Slavic literatures and language studies, history, politics and
art in Eastern Europe, Russia and the Soviet Union. The collection also contains materials on
communist and left-wing politics, a lifelong interest of Ada Booth. As a result of this relatively
broad thematic and geographic focus, the Ada Booth Slavic collection also includes resources
on the relationship between Eastern Europe and Asia, in particular during the Soviet period and
present-day. The Library holds publications on the alliances and conflicts between the Soviet
Union/Russia and various groups and nations on the Asian continent, such as the foreign
relations between the People’s Republic of China and the USSR.
In addition to the extensive physical sources, the Ada Booth benefaction has also funded
acquisition of numerous online resources. Recently the Library acquired the “Socialism on Film”
digital archive of films from the British Film Institute National Archive published by Adam
Matthew. The archive is a unique multidisciplinary collection of sources from the USSR,
Vietnam, Cuba, China, East Germany, and Eastern Europe that allows users to gain insight into
the communist world.
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Ada Booth Research Fellowship
Monash University Library is calling for applications for the Ada Booth Research Fellowship,
which will award up to AUD 20,000 to a research project that will make use of our extensive
resources in Slavic, Eastern European and Eurasian Studies. While researchers are asked to
make use of our Slavic language collections, they can complement their research with materials
from our other collections, including Monash University Library’s Asian Collections and our vast
electronic resources.

[The above illustration is a historical Soviet poster with of three women in dark red profile- one with a
flagpole in hand - striding strongly across a background with a yellow line pattern evoking wheat. Over the
image is superimposed a transparent Monash 'M' logo.]
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Report on the Library Session at the 10th KSAA Conference
Jung-Sim Kim
Korean Studies Librarian, Monash University
I attended the 10th Korean Studies Association of Australasia Biennial Conference at the
University of Technology Sydney, 15-17 November 2017 where I organised libraryrelated drop-in sessions during the two days of the conference.
Altogether 15 people dropped-in: 9 academics, 5 PhD students, and 1 librarian. Six
came from Australia, two each came from Korea and Russia, one each from Canada,
Germany, Hong Kong, New Zealand, and South Africa.
On Thursday 16 November, Emily Kang, Rare Books and Special Collection Liaison
Librarian at the University of Sydney and I held “Library Information Room” drop-in
sessions 11:15am-12:45pm and 1:45pm-3:45pm. On Friday 17 November, we held
“Library Information Drop-in Session” 11:15am-12:45pm and 1:45pm-5:00pm.
The sessions provided information to support Korean Studies researchers and promote
Monash University Library’s Korean Collection. Topics discussed included Korean
history, Korean library collections in Australia, geography, North Korea, comparing
Australasian and Korean bands during the Vietnam war, Korea-Russia relations,
multinational organisations in Korea, international reproduction, cinema and literature,
comfort women, migration, tourism, Korean society and culture, and Korean studies
more broadly.
Most attendees spent about 30 minutes seeking information from their session, during
which they gained by learning how to find and obtain resources for their research.
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My special thanks go to the Monash University Library as well as everyone involved in
setting up the sessions, especially KSAA Vice-President Bronwen Dalton whose
Welcome Address introduced the library-related sessions, and KSAA 10th Biennial
Conference Manager Dr Yong Moon Jung who provided the room for one day and a
table and chairs for the other day. Also thanks to those people who came to the
sessions and shared with me their research interests.
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News from the National Library of Australia
Xiaoli Li

Staffing news
Ms Bing Zheng, a new Chinese Librarian, has been welcomed to the Asian
Collections at the National Library. Ms Zheng joined the Chinese Unit in 2015 with a
strong background in academic education, research, information technology and a
broad knowledge of Chinese history, culture and society. She has shown herself to
be an intense, focused and passionate librarian with a very strong interest in
collection development, reader services and promoting the Chinese Collection. Her
inquiring mind, wide-ranging interests, knowledge of current publishing trends and
researchers’ needs will continue to deliver wonderful service to our users of the
Chinese Collection at the National Library.

Current Exhibition Highlights
•

Chinese political posters
‘Waving the Red Flag: Chinese Posters 1949 1976’ is on show in the Collections-in-Focus
area in the Treasures Gallery from 18 July
2017 to 2 February 2018. The posters are
powerful and capture almost every event or
development that has taken place in the
People’s Republic of China since its founding
in 1949. People like the posters not only for
their colour, composition and content, but
also because of their political message. Increasingly the historical and cultural
values of similar posters are attracting attention from scholars. The exhibition is
open from 10am to 5pm, please pop in and take a look.

•

Dombrovskis: Journeys into the Wild
Peter Dombrovskis was one of the world’s foremost wilderness photographers. His
powerful, reflective and deeply personal images of the unique Tasmanian wilderness
had a lasting impact, changing the way Australians think about their environment. The
National Library has over 3,000 Dombrovskis transparencies in its collection, and has
printed 70 of the best for a special exhibition in tribute to this remarkable man, the
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most complete survey of his work to date in Australia. This exhibition has been open
from 21 September 2017 to 30 January 2018.

Acquisition Highlights
A scroll propaganda painting in Chinese ink and
watercolour of three People’s Liberation Army soldiers
in a training exercise, with two soldiers excitedly
watching a third demonstrate how to hold a rifle steady.
This was painted by the well-known artist, Fang
Zengxian (方增先) and dated 1973. nla.gov.au/nla.catvn7501782
Here is a brief profile of Fang:

Over the past thirty years, Fang Zengxian (b.1931) has achieved
international recognition for his works as an artist and has had exhibitions
displayed internationally. He graduated from the China National Academy
of Art in 1953 and soon returned as Professor. In 1978, he was appointed
Vice Chairman of the Zhejiang Province Artists' Council and moved to the
Shanghai Chinese Painting Academy in 1983 where he became Vice
President the following year and was elected to the China National Artists'
Council. In 1985, he became the executive director of the Shanghai Art
Museum and continues to serve there as President.
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A scroll of a full length portrait of Mao Zedong, in his
characteristic suit, from October 1962 when he was just
regaining his influence and power after the failures of the
Great Leap Forward. The painting was by a well-known
realist artist, Ma Jin and was beautifully painted in
meticulous detail. nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn7501864

Rare paper currency notes issued by the Central
Bank of China in the Republican era were donated by
Dr James Hayes. Dr Hayes is a long-term donor to
the Library of treasures from his personal collections.
The banknotes are more than 87 years old, hard to
find these days and have very high research values.
If you look closely you might be able to make out the
portrait of Sun Yat-sen, who was the first president and founding father of the
Republic of China.
An album of thirty-nine small coloured Chinese gouache
paintings on pith (approximately 11 x 6 cm) inserted into
an album, which also includes monotone European
collecting cards (approximately 6 x 10.5 cm) showing
European landscape and theatre scenes with
descriptions on reverse in German by Dr J. Temple. The
pith paintings include a set of seven images showing the
preparation and smoking of opium as well as twelve attractive images of flowers
and butterflies. The other images show musicians with their instruments. The set
of seven pith paintings showing Chinese people making, preparing and smoking
opium fills a subject gap in the Library’s pith painting collection.
nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn7462360
A banned novel, the award-winning historical novel literally
titled “Soft Burial” has been acquired. This novel which
explores the excesses of China’s 1950s land reform has drawn
criticism from the Chinese communist party, culminating in the
novel’s banning in Mainland China. nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn7422475
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A rare Chinse stitch-bound book entitled “Liu bai zi bian tong su jiao yu du ben”
(or “Study of Dong Jingan’s 600 words popular education
reader”) acquired upon the request of NLA fellow Sue (Shiwen) Chen. This book is the earliest and most outstanding
textbook designed to launch a campaign against illiteracy in
Republican China. Due to historical issues, this then
extremely popular textbook has almost ceased to exist. The
Library’s copy is the only known copy dating from 1912, the
earliest extant edition. nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn7452099

Twenty-eight Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
related items ranging from 1951-1987. These items
are rare primary sources providing an insight into
the history of the CCP, which further strengthens
the Library’s collection of Chinese political science.

Rare, unique original ink and watercolour
drawings on paper acquired from a private
collector in Melbourne. The first drawing shows
a large, stout man, personifying the USA, his
left foot bearing the image of a solemn face, his
ammunition belt full, standing over and
protecting a thin and injured, Nationalist
soldier. Beneath the soldier is a figure spewing
“reactionary” capitalist ideas, also under US protection. The second drawing
shows the wreckage of aeroplanes and ships lost in the Taiwan Strait, beneath a
caricature of Chiang Kai Shek falling headfirst into the ocean, losing his hat and
sword, as sharks circle nearby. The caption reads “The crabs and shrimps in the
Taiwan Strait complain that the air planes and ships are always sinking, how can
we live?”
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News from the Australian National University Library

Staff News:
Mr Tom Foley joins the Asia Pacific team at Menzies in a supervisory role. He succeeds Mr
Deveni Temu who retired at the beginning of 2018.
Tom has over fifteen years’ experience working with a broad range of researchers in busy and
diverse library environments, most recently at the Hancock Library at the Australian National
University, leading numerous different teams at the National Library including Newspapers and
Family History and at the Scottish Parliament Information Centre. Tom holds a Bachelor of
Information Studies and Graduate Diploma of Adult and Vocational Education.

In addition to a long personal connection to the Pacific, Tom has sourced and acquired
collection material on behalf of the NLA in the Cook Islands, Samoa, Fiji and Vanuatu with his
own young children in tow. Tom has also been fortunate to have undertaken slow travel across
central Asia returning from Scotland to Australia.
Tom is looking forward to working with Menzies Library staff and staff from across the College
of Asia and Pacific to help the ANU, through the Library, develop intellectual capacity for
Australia and Asia & the Pacific by managing, developing and sharing their world class
collections.

Digitisation of the Xu Dishan Collection at ANU :
https://anulib.anu.edu.au/collections/rare-books-special-collections-manuscripts/xu-dishancollection

ANU holds the Chinese language library of the renowned Chinese scholar Xu Dishan 许地山
(1893-1941) comprising many rare editions and suspected orphaned sacred books on
Buddhism, Taoism and other Missionary publications of the time, published between probably
c.1780 and 1940.The overall number of items now digitised is 391 volumes out of 1285,
representing 30.4% of the whole collection. The digitised items are placed on the Digital
Collections platform of the ANU Library.
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University of Melbourne News
Relocation of the East Asian Collection, the University of Melbourne Library
The University of Melbourne Library would like to announce the completion of the movement
of the East Asian Collection. The East Asian Collection is now located on the 4th floor of the
Eastern Resources Centre (ERC), Parkville campus. Chinese and Japanese resources are
interfiled across the collection.

AYAKO HATTA
Japanese Studies Librarian
Sir Louis Matheson Library
Monash University
40 Exhibition Walk, Clayton Campus
Clayton VIC 3800
Australia

13

ALRA Newsletter

No. 71 (January 2018)

“Korean Wave” Still Matters? Present and Future Directions
Venue: Monash University Caulfield Campus, Australia
Date: 7-8 June 2018
“Korean Wave” Still Matters? Present and Future Directions” will be held on 7 & 8 June 2018 at
Monash University Caulfield Campus, Melbourne, Australia. It is co-hosted by the Monash Asia
Institute (MAI), the Asian Cultural and Media Studies Research Cluster (ACMSRC) and the
Korean Studies Program of Monash University.

Call for Papers
‘Reimagining Korean Identity through Wars, Money, Ideas and Exchanges:
70 years’ Identity Transformation’
To be held at Monash University, Melbourne, Australia.
August 17-18, 2018.
Monash University Korean Studies Research Hub, Deakin University, and Melbourne University
are pleased to host ‘Reimagining Korean Identity through Wars, Money, Ideas and
Exchanges:70 years’ Identity Transformation,’ a conference supported by the AKS Core
University Program for Korean Studies.
August 15, 2018 will mark the seventieth anniversary of the establishment of the Republic of
Korea; the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea soon followed. To mark the occasion, this
conference aims to critically engage with some of the most important issues that have affected
contemporary Korea over the past seven decades. We welcome proposals for papers and
panels on all aspects of North and South Korean history, society and culture, especially those
that deal with the following question:
Who are Koreans today? Who have they become over 70 years through war, development,
division, cultural exchange, travel and globalisation?
The conference is organized by a committee comprised of Dr Andrew David Jackson (Monash
University), Associate Professor David Hundt (Deakin University) and Dr Jay Song (Melbourne
University).
Accommodation will be provided to successful applicants travelling from outside the Melbourne
area. There is a limited amount of funding available to cover travel expenses for selected
presenters whose papers have been accepted. Priority will be given to junior scholars.
In your proposal, please indicate a) whether you intend to apply for
travel/accommodation support; and b) whether you would like your paper to be
considered for publication as part of a special issue of an academic journal.
Deadline for proposals: 15 March 2018
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Applicants will be notified of the result by 30 March.
Proposal format:
In your proposals - both for individual papers and panel proposals - please include your name,
institutional affiliation, paper title, an abstract of 300 words, and a 50-100 word biography of the
author.
Please send the abstract as an email attachment to Andy Jackson at:
andy.jackson@monash.edu
The email subject should be the same as the file name which should be: family name first
name RKI. (jacksonandyRKI)
All applicants will receive an email confirmation for receipt of their abstract within 5 working
days. If you do not receive confirmation, please email. For all other enquiries, contact Andy
Jackson at the above email.
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Library Roundtable, ASAA Conference, Sydney 3-5 July
Dr Amy Chan, ANU Library
Once again, ALRA is organising a roundtable discussion at the ASAA Conference at the
University of Sydney (3-5 July). Our theme is: “Beyond Asian Studies and its research material”.
In the common pursuit of Asia knowledge and its dissemination, this second instalment of
roundtable discussions which was begun at the 2016 ASAA Conference aims to bring together
the users of Asia-related research material and those who seek to provide them. Whilst
undoubtedly the ‘Asian Studies’ field is changing, so too is the library world. Questions need to
be raised about the implications of these changes.
In this roundtable discussion we invite researchers, scholars, lecturers, teachers, students and
librarians to bring to the table issues and challenges on and around the topic of research
resources: the gradual decline in library subject specialisations, the changing concept of the
‘library’ and its consequential impact on Asian Studies, the need for vernacular material or not,
current trans-Asia and interdisciplinary research directions that depend less on Asian-language
resources, new library initiatives to promote special Asian collections, and equitable access to
Asia-related material nationwide.
Prof Robert Cribb will be discussing what should be the right balance of academic community
input into library acquisition programmes; Dr Anita Dewi will be telling us about Monash
University Library’s Special Collection Community of Practice in research resources; Dr Amy
Chan will raise for discussion the notion of “Digital Asia research”; and Dipin Ouyang will discuss
how the national institution, the NLA, can adequately serve a diverse community of users going
forward.
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